the tautological title of a book which Jacques Barzun published some years ago. We would not have thought of troubling ourselves so much about the modern ego if Romanticism hadn't discovered it for us, taught us that the sense of our selves we have when we face the fact that we are willy-nilly modern is pre cisely the burden it has placed upon us. Our egocentricism, even if we think of it as a too terribly refined version of Renaissance humanism, is at the heart of our power to have made the kind of world we have made?indeed, to have made ourselves in that world. Some day, we might have the kind of philosophical an thropology which will have absorbed the revelations of our philosophy, psycho to make such a survey manageable I shall make the substantial center of my concern poetics: which I take to be the theory of how poems should?not always do?work, and also of the ground of authority for their working. In all, I shall be concerned to assess the burden Romanticism has in changing but genetically related ways put upon the poetry on which it has put its stamp. curs to me, because he tried to find a way of proving that actually the concern with myth was only a confused concern with symbol, the concern with symbol only a confused concern with language, and the concern with language in fact 
